Joint Statement from Palestine
Solidarity Groups at Columbia
University regarding the recent events
in Palestine/lsrael: Oppression Breeds
Resistance.

Thie loss of a human life Iz 3 deeply painful and g for loved
regardiess of one's affilistion. Wi d our heartfel to the individuals and
communities gt Columbls Universtty effected by the tragic losses experienced by both
Palestinians and Ismelis. The sting of tears, the welght on our hearts, and the profound
wense of lnes ere universal emations that connect us allin griel and unify us by experience.
Ag we moum the losa of livag, let us coma together as a Colurnibla community and
ferventhy advocate for the universal buman right 1o live in peace and sesk justios. We also
affirrn that there cen be no future of safety and freedom for &l |sreelis and Palestinians
withaut holding the |srashi , for fts actions ¢ an end o the
untenable status quo of lsreals aparheid and colonial aystem

“Whan we revalt it’s not for a particular culture, We revelt simply becauss, for many
reasons, we san no langer breathe” - Frantz Fanon

‘We cannot view the recent ections of Palestinian fightera in leolation Gaza i an open-alc
frizon that kacks the essential necessities such s food, clean water, medicing, and
eleatricity. Palestiriane in Gaza have endured five brotal wars and pralonged Infumane
sieqa for 16 yeara depriving them of their moat baaic ghta. The United Mations lssued 8
waming in 2072 that Gaza would hecome unlivable by 2020 due to Isracl's sege. Yeb. here
we are in 2023 ard the whole word i SILENT while Falestinians lve in &n open air prison
and contnue 10 suffer as a result of the siege and wars applied by a senes of fascist
racist, and colonial el governmerts,

Before the latest surge in violence, lsraell soidiers and settlers had already killed more than
250 Palestinians, including at least 47 chidren, across the osoupied Palestinian teritories
et this year, Extremizt larseli colonial-settlers have alao ramped wp ther attacks on
Palastiniana in the ocoupled West Bank, What |s also tragic |s the blisdness and deafness
af the intesnational commurity 1o the sitsation for avar 75 years persistently twming & blind
eveto decades of F Ignering this ritast wil

contribute to furthes bloodshed and the cycle of murdes,

The welght of ity for the war and lies with the lsrasli

extremist and ather Weste including the US

wihich fund and staunchly support lsrasli doi, apartheid snd settl

Thiz issue of why this cooumed now is not about tming. Thie ks about root causes and a
| iague with lsrael and 1h ianof hurman rights, incheding

1helack of respect for the Palestinian pecple's legitimate right 1o self determination. Every
single political svenue avatdable to Palestinians has been blocked, including the
Intemational Court of Justice.

First, we. demi the di i agenat Pek i evident in B d College's
amail and Golumbia's schaol of General Studies emails which were sent to the student
body over the weekend as each sohoal anly adiesead |eraek studants slons, and not
[Palestinians. We see this as of & comgh of F the
decades of suffering cocupation, ethnic cleansing, and coloniziion. We urge Colmbia
Uriversity 1o sland sgairst such discrimination and lgsue & statement supporting all
studens.

Seeond, we Lege Columbia University to stand firmly for accouability snd end It tes with
aparthe , inchuring 7 the Calumina Global Center in Tel Aviv and the
Dual Degree Program with Ted Aviv Liniversity, urmiia ity st

refetionahip with ksraed in light of our core values of jieatice, pegce, and hurman righta.

Finally, we reming Columbia etutents that the Palestinian struggle for freedom b= raated in

laws, under heve the nght to rezist the sccupation of
thesr fand. i every political enllabie 1o Pal is hlocked, we should not be
slrprised when and viol k out. The ity is quick i

affirm lsraefs right to pretect nslf but dees not extend this same night to Palestinlans.
laroel does not have the right to detend its oocupation, its apertheid state or its siege of
Gaza. As an oecupylng power, the state of lsreel has a regponsibility 1o pretect chiillan e
untér Its own aecupation, The interrational judicial system must intervene and hald all
parties, naluding the state of israel accountable for the viokations It commiis.

‘We urge Columbia students to stand up for justize.

Thiiss sRalement (s signed by

- The Palestinian Student Union at Cohambia Untverstty (DaR Columbia)
- SIPAs Palestine Warking Group (PWEG)

- Colurrdia Law Students for Pelestine [CLSF)

- The National Lawyers Guild at Columbia Law Schoal

- Colurnbia Law's Restorative Justice Cobective

- Tursth: the Arab Studenta Associgtion &t Columbia University

- Empowering Women of Colar a1 Colmbia Law Schaal

- Mushen Student Association at Columbia University

- Middle E; Lew Students at Columbia Law Schoot (MELSA)
- Ganflict Resolution Callestive (CRC)

- Colurmbia Law Students Hurnen Rights Association (CLSHRA)

- Parcha Advocacy Profect at Columbia Law Schoo!

- Buspension Representation Projeat (SRF) at Colurrtia Law School
- Mushm Law Students’ Association (MLSA)

- Sowth Aslan Low Sudents Associztion

- SIFA Human Rights Working Graup

- Jewish Voices for Peace at Columbia University

- Calurrliia Low and Pofitical Ecoramy Society

- Society for Irnmigrant and Refuges Righte

- Cweer & Trans People of Color {0TPOC)

- Aien Pacific American Law Sudents Association (APALSA)

- Prison Haglthcare Inttiative (PHE)
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