
Home ETPrime Markets News Industry RISE Politics Wealth MF Tech Jobs Opinion NRI Panache ET NOW More

India Decoded Web Stories Morning Brief Podcast Economy Industry Politics Company Defence International More

Business News › News › India › Pegasus snooping row: SC appointed expert committee submits interim report; hearing on Feb 23

Pegasus snooping row: SC appointed expert
committee submits interim report; hearing on Feb

23

Most Popular Stories

1. 'The shops are gone': How
Reliance stunned Amazon in
battle for India's Future
Retail

2. Shane Warne's room had
blood stains on �oor and
bath towels: Thai police

3. Russia energy chaos triggers
biggest market shock in
decades

4. Has the 'Canadian dream'
overtaken the American
Dream?

5. Ukraine crisis: India
examines exposure to
Russian arms

TOP TRENDING NEWS

Synopsis
Last year, the apex court had appointed an expert technical committee, headed by
former top court judge to look into the allegations of snooping by Pegasus.

A technical committee set up to look

into the allegations of government

allegedly using Israeli software

Pegasus to spy on politicians, activists,

and journalists, has submitted its

interim report in the Supreme Court.

A bench of Chief Justice of India NV

Ramana and Justices Surya Kant and

Hima Kohli will take up the pending

petitions for hearing on February 23 and peruse the interim report.

Last year, the ape� court had appointed an expert technical committee,

headed by former top court judge to look into the allegations of snooping by

Pegasus.

The top court had said that in a democratic country governed by the rule of

law, "indiscriminate spying on individuals cannot be allowed." It ordered

formation of a three-member committee, headed by former top court judge RV

Pegasus row: SC considers solicitor general's
submissions, agrees to hear PILs on Feb 25

ANI Last Updated: Feb 22, 2022, 12:25 PM IST
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Raveendran.

The top court had noted that in the absence of Centre not clarifying its stand

on the issue, the court had no option but to set up an expert panel.

The Centre had refused to �le a detailed a�idavit on the issue citing national

security.

Justice Raveendran was assisted by former IPS o�icer Alok Joshi and

chairman of the sub-committee in the International Organisation of

Standardisation/ International Electro-Technical Commission's Joint

Technical Committee, Sundeep Oberoi.

The top court in its order had said, "We live in the era of information

revolution, where the entire lives of individuals are stored in the cloud or in a

digital dossier. We must recognize that while technology is a useful tool for

improving the lives of the people, at the same time, it can also be used to

breach that sacred private space of an individual."

Members of a civilized democratic society have a reasonable expectation of

privacy, CJI Ramana had said.

"Privacy is not the singular concern of journalists or social activists. Every

citizen of India ought to be protected against violations of privacy. It is this

expectation which enables us to exercise our choices, liberties, and freedom.

As with all the other fundamental rights, this Court therefore must recognize

that certain limitations exist when it comes to the right to privacy as well.

However, any restrictions imposed must necessarily pass constitutional

scrutiny," the bench had added in its order.

As with all the other fundamental rights, this Court therefore must recognize

that certain limitations exist when it comes to the right to privacy as well, the

top court had said, adding that however, any restrictions imposed must

necessarily pass constitutional scrutiny.

The apex court had said that it is cognizant of the State's interest to ensure

that life and liberty are preserved and must balance the same.
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It is undeniable that surveillance and the knowledge that one is under the

threat of being spied on can a�ect the way an individual decides to exercise

his or her rights and such a scenario might result in self-censorship, the apex

court stated further.

The mere invocation of national security by the State does not render the

Court a mute spectator, said the apex court. It further had noted that there has

been no speci�c denial of any of the facts by Centre averred by the Petitioners.

The bench had said it has passed an order appointing an Expert Committee

whose functioning will be overseen by a retired Judge of the Supreme Court to

probe the truth or falsity of certain allegations.

The Centre had earlier told the apex court that it was willing to set up a

committee of independent experts to examine all aspects of alleged Pegasus

snooping row. It had maintained that what software was used for interception

in the interest of national security can't be open for public debate.

Several pleas were �led before the top court on snooping row by senior

journalists N Ram, and Sashi Kumar, Rajya Sabha MP John Brittas of

Communist Party of India (Marxist) and advocate ML Sharma, former Union

minister Yashwant Sinha, RSS ideologue KN Govindacharya.

Journalist Paranjoy Guha Thakurta, SNM Abdi, Prem Shankar Jha, Rupesh

Kumar Singh and Ipsa Shatakshi, who are reported to be on the potential list

of snoop targets of Pegasus spyware, had also approached the top court along

with The Editors Guild of India (EGI) among others.

The pleas sought inquiry headed by a sitting or retired judge of top court to

investigate into the alleged snooping.

The pleas said that the targeted surveillance using military-grade spyware is

an unacceptable violation of the right to privacy which has been held to be a

fundamental right under Articles 14, 19 and 21 by Supreme Court in KS

Puttaswamy case.
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Organizations are investing more resources than ever before to achieve

visibility into the inner workings and health of their applications. Far from a

straightforward task, the challenges are only becoming more complex and

di�icult to overcome in today's digital age.

With organizations migrating to the cloud, much of the visibility we could

once count on has been abstracted away. Plus, with the mass adoption of new

technologies that help to streamline work�ows, the pressure to accelerate

delivery while maintaining quality has never been higher.

In recent years, the term ‘observability’ has gained a lot of traction as a kind of

catch-all for the plethora of insights that can be reaped from comprehensive

collection and analysis of application and system data. The problem is that

data is growing faster than revenue.

Traditional approaches to monitoring and observability are reliant on

indexing to produce insights, meaning that the cost of analysis is inherently

tied to the cost of indexed storage. With this model, the analysis cost grows

proportionally as data volumes grow.

And so, with comprehensive data collection being limited by cost, users are

faced with a choice. Either continue to collect all of the data and face the

wrath of their �nance department or sacri�ce coverage and visibility into

parts of their systems.

To maintain coverage and visibility into one’s applications without needing to

increase the budgets constantly, there is a real need to decouple the analysis of

the data from indexing and storage.

In an interview last summer, Ariel Assaraf, CEO of Coralogi�, said, “It’s about

high-volume, but low-value data. Customers don’t want to store the data [or

index it] but want to view it live and visualize it.”

The majority of the data produced by applications are most valuable when

viewed in aggregate over a period of time. Only a fraction of the data is needed

to be readily available to investigate and resolve issues. The idea is to monitor

the data to identify trends and errors without paying to store it. At the same

time, have it available, if a critical event occurs that needs investigation.
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